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Abstracts
Panel 1: Sport cultures and identity

‘We’re not English we are Scouse’: The focus of ‘national’ identity amongst Liverpool Football Club supporters

Joel Rookwood (Liverpool Hope University)

The idea that sport contributes to the production and maintenance of national identities is widely accepted. In a regional context however, this correlation has received relatively limited attention. The people of Liverpool experienced extensive socio-political alienation in the 1980s, and consequently local characteristics increasingly reflected a conscious differentiation from ‘the English’. Currently, the city is considerably more prosperous, and yet many of the local population continue to express identities against ‘Englishness’. The city’s successful bid to become European Capital of Culture for 2008, together with Liverpool FC’s continued success ‘representing England’ in European competition, renders the current period an appropriate framework to investigate the identity of Liverpudlians. In a city where many cultural reference points are informed by football-related experiences, this context provides an appropriate platform to examine cultural identity. Reflecting on extensive doctoral research over a five-year period, the historical and contemporary focus of Liverpudlian identity will be examined. This paper will also explore the effects of and reaction to the globalisation of English football, specifically from the perspective of one of Europe’s most successful and globally supported football clubs. In particular, processes will be examined in which Liverpool FC supporter groups have sought to retain their strong regional connections in the face of an increasingly commercialised and internationalised sport. 

Ireland’s Call? Allegiances, anthems and acrimony

David Storey (University of Worcester)
Within Ireland the intersections between sport and politics have tended to be overt. For example, Gaelic games are organised and regulated by the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) and the organisation's origins and ethos are closely linked to Irish identity, both politically and culturally. The partition of Ireland has, not surprisingly, added to the complex inter-relationships between sport and national identity and has given rise to a variety of sporting tensions. Many sports, (such as rugby and Gaelic games) operate on an all Ireland basis while others (most notably soccer) are governed by separate Belfast and Dublin bodies. In the aftermath of the 1997 Belfast agreement it might be supposed that tensions between sporting bodies on either side of the border might diminish. However ‘new’ areas of disagreement have emerged in recent years with the Good Friday agreement periodically invoked by protagonists in support of a particular position. This paper examines some recent and on-going tensions concerning sport, national identity and allegiance between Northern Ireland and the Republic. Particular attention is focused on the selection (defection?) of northern-born soccer players to represent the Republic. The war of words over Derry-born Darron Gibson’s decision to play for the Republic highlights on-going questions of identity and territorial allegiance. Within the ‘all-island’ game of rugby, a separate debate is currently taking place over the playing of anthems and flying of flags at forthcoming Ireland rugby games to be staged in Belfast. This paper seeks to explore these recent tensions and place them within the context of broader debates concerning national identity and Irish partition.

The (sub)politics of sport: space hijacking and culture jamming

Paul Gilchrist and Neil Ravenscroft (University of Brighton)

This paper offers an analysis and promotion of a politics of sport that moves beyond narrow political science and current hegemonic ‘emancipatory’ consutructions of ‘sport politics’, by engaging with Ulrich Beck’s notion of ‘subpolitics’. Through a critical interrogation of this concept we seek to explicate a research agenda that focuses more fully upon instances of micropolitical agency. By this we mean understanding the forms of social agency below and beyond the state, identifying the nature of their moral and political concerns, and their effectiveness in challenging meanings and values ascribed to sport practices and spaces. We use an empirical example of such action through the sport-based ‘culture jams’ of the Space Hijackers to highlight our argument. We contend that the nascent field of sport politics needs to refocus upon instances and processes of agency and should, as a consequence, return to the substantive analytical agenda set out by critical sociologists such as Beck and Giddens. 

Panel 2: Sports governance and development

LTA governance from the 1960s: A critique of its functionalist values

Rob Lake (St Mary’s University College)

From the 1960s, it was apparent that developments within the governance of British tennis were influenced, if not couched, within wider social and political movements of the time.  The publication of the Wolfenden Report, the emergence of the Sports Council, the incipient commercialisation and the ‘open’ era in British tennis were all parts of the same long-term process.  British sport, and pertinently tennis, came to be regarded as serving particular functions for society, particularly along lines of social integration and national prestige from elite level ‘performance’.  This development is unsurprising considering the imbedded nature of Functionalist sociological thinking at this time.  However, while this inadequate theoretical model came under considerable criticism in sociological discourse from the 1960s and 70s, it has managed to pervade sports governance and political discourse until the present day.  This is most striking when considering how ‘social exclusion’ is now understood.  An analysis of LTA discourse reveals a ‘contemporary bias’ in conceptions of society and social class.  Untested assumptions have been made regarding tennis ‘culture’, undermined by an ‘a-historical’ and static conception of society and social change.  LTA sports government discourse, then, will be critiqued from an arguably more adequate Eliasian perspective.

Partnerships, partnerships, partnerships: the growing political bureaucracy of sports development in England
Daniel Bloyce, Andy Smith, Rebecca Mead and Jenna Morris (University of Chester)
In this paper we seek to examine: (i) the reality of ‘doing sports development’ within a period of rapidly changing social and political policy climate from the perspective of sports development officers (SDOs) themselves; and (ii) the ways and extent to which SDOs managed their experiences of organizational change. The study was based on semi-structured interviews conducted with 16 SDOs in the west-midlands and north-west of England. The main themes that emerged from the interviews included SDOs’ perceptions and experiences of organizational change; their preferred views of sports development; and their experiences of sports development in practice. It was also clear from the SDOs comments that the kinds of organizational change that they experienced was strongly associated with a perceived increasing bureaucracy of their role, together with an increased pressure to develop and sustain partnerships with a variety of sporting and non-sports organizations. In conclusion, it is argued that these developments, which were also directly related to an apparent concern over the availability of resources and the increasing accountability and ‘target-hitting’ culture within sports development, can only be understood adequately as resulting from the largely unplanned outcomes that have accompanied the lengthening and increasing complexity of the power relationships of which SDOs are a part.

New modes of governance in local PE, school and community sport? Findings from case studies of three local authority areas
Iain Lindsay (University of Southampton)
Although it is widely recognised that there have been significant changes to the ‘institutional framework’ of British government (Skelcher, 2000), there is some disagreement as to whether new modes of governance have emerged and become predominant. Some authors, such as Rhodes (1999), identify a shift towards networked modes of governance, whilst others, such as Ranade & Hudson (1998), suggest that such chronological accounts represent an oversimplification and that networks coexist along hierarchical and market modes of governance. Questions regarding modes of governance are particularly pertinent to PE and sport given its current salience to government and the resulting impetus to develop new partnerships and inter-agency collaboration. Using interview data from key stakeholders in PE, school and community sport in case studies of three urban local authority areas in England, the paper will examine to what extent ‘new’ networked forms of governance are prevalent. Findings from these case studies will be used to compare the types of governance relationships that exist in different contexts. As a result, the paper will suggest that new modes of governance are not universally present in local PE, school and community sport. The paper will then conclude by considering the implications of these findings for future policy and research approaches to governance in sport and local authority contexts.      

The model of governance at FC Barcelona in 2007: balancing member democracy, commercial strategy, corporate social responsibility and sporting performance

Seam Hamil & Geoff Walters (Birkbeck College)

A popular justification for takeovers of English football clubs by millionaire private owners is that in order to be successful at the highest level a club needs to be able to attract major private investment to compete in the international football player labour market. However, ironically, FC Barcelona, one of Europe’s most successful clubs, is a not-for--profit sporting club owned by 156,000 members, or socios. This paper critically considers the reasons why the untypical ownership and governance structure of FC Barcelona does not appear to hamper its ability to compete in financial and sporting terms.

 Specifically, it first considers how the membership model at FC Barcelona was threatened during the presidency of Josep Nunez (1978 – 2000). It then charts the activity of L’Elefant Blau, an organisation that campaigned for member democracy from 1999 to 2003 until its leader, Joan Laporta, was elected president of FC Barcelona. It goes on to critically consider the record of Joan Laporta and his board of directors against four key stated strategic objectives; (1) a re-assertion of member democracy and transparency of club governance; (2) a commitment to significantly increase commercial revenues through more effective business management; (3) an explicit commitment to develop a corporate social responsibility strategy (CSR) policy; (4) a commitment to dramatically improve the sporting performance of the club.
Panel 3: Sport, race and empire
South African politics and cricket, 1890-1910
Dean Allen (University of Ulster)
The two decades spanning the Anglo-Boer War are of huge significance in South Africa’s colonial history. The war, which stemmed from the struggle between Britain’s imperialist government and the Afrikaner Republics, effected major transitions in every sphere of South African life – in politics, in society and in sport. Significantly, the conflict came at a time of fundamental development in South African cricket. Benefactors such as James Logan had been promoting the game and its progression was rewarded by international recognition as well as a series of tours between teams from South Africa and the ‘Mother Country’. 

Politics and cricket were never far apart during this period. As English and colonial cricketers toured the Empire, jingoism abounded. With Joseph Chamberlain as Colonial Secretary and Cecil Rhodes dreaming of an English Africa from the Cape to the Zambesi, imperial expansion became a central theme within the politics of South Africa. For any socio-historic investigation of cricket during this age, an examination of the political arena is thus fundamental. This paper describes the interrelation of cricket and politics at this time by examining the broader context in which they operated. The early cricket tours as well as a variety of political benefactors to the South African game are examined here as examples of the nexus that existed between cricket, commerce and politics during this period. 

The Basil D’Oliveira conspiracy

Rob Steen (University of Brighton)
Since August 1968, dozens of attempts have been made to unravel the events preceding Basil D’Oliveira’s exclusion from, and eventual reinstatement to, the MCC party selected to tour South Africa that winter. The decision to pick him led to the cancellation of the tour by Pretoria, which had sought by subterfuge to ensure D’Oliveira, a Cape Coloured who had migrated to England, would not be chosen. This is widely considered the key moment in the evolution of the sports boycott that in turn contributed to the ending of apartheid.

Over the past few years, thanks chiefly to the research done by Professor Bruce Murray at the National Archive, the role of the National Government has come ever more sharply into focus. Published shortly before his death, the recent biography of Tom Cartwright, whose withdrawal through injury paved the way for D’Oliveira’s selection, confirmed that his decision was rooted in political revulsion. Drawing on fresh interviews with Peter Hain, Doug Insole, Donald Carr and Barry Knight among others, this paper brings together these disparate strands and proposes that the rulers of English cricket, sympathetic to South Africa yet insistent that politics should not intrude, were guilty of complicity.    

The BNP and ‘commonsense’ values: using football to consider the emergence of ‘everyday’ racism 

Peter Millward (University of Liverpool)

Since the beginning of this century the British National Party (BNP) have argued that their policies on immigration and international population movements are ‘commonsensical’ rather than explicitly racist.  This article looks for the spaces within popular culture where ‘everyday’ racist discourses may grow and suggests that the ‘frames’ which football fans use to describe sporting contexts in the age of an international ‘transfer market’ are very similar to those used by the BNP to describe the ‘problem’ of immigration.   To do this, the article utilises virtual ethnographic data collected over a fourteen month sample period on Oldham Athletic’s fansite (www.jklatics.com) and a framing method which Jens Rydgren (2003; 2004) developed to analyse the discourse of far-Right politicians across a number of Europe countries.

Panel 4: Sport and public policy

Sport, betting and public policy: the development of an uneasy truce

Carolyn Downs (Manchester Metropolitan University)

Sport and gambling have been inextricably linked for at least 950 years.
 Indeed gambling might be said to be culturally embedded in certain sports.  However, this does not imply that gambling on sport or within sports is always socially acceptable. The moral difficulties around gambling continue to cause anxiety with recent scandals about footballers losing huge sums; jockeys throwing races for a bet and even tennis being tainted by association with gambling all hitting the headlines. 

This paper will investigate the relationship between sport, gambling and public policy over the period 1907 to 2007. The paper will consider how the cultural place of gambling on sport in British society drove the legislative agenda in the past and the likely impacts of recent changes to gambling legislation on the relationship between sport and gambling. It will illustrate how a combination of financial need and realisation of the centrality of gambling as part of the culture of sport fandom drove governing bodies to accept gambling on their sport despite moral qualms and significant concerns about the potential for gambling to encourage cheating. The paper will conclude with some thoughts about whether gambling poses a threat to the nature of competitive sport. 

Institutionalisation of the regional public policies on sport in the Czech Republic

Dino Numerato (Universita Bocconi, Milan, Italy)

In 2001, the Government of the Czech Republic approved the law No. 129/2001 regarding the new regional division of the country. This law not only demarcated the boundaries of fourteen new regions in the Czech Republic, it also gave these regions a completely new responsibility: to support sport. Such an obligation opened up a vivid process of institutionalisation in the field of sport policy at the regional public administration offices. They established specific departments focused on sport and they began to prepare policies on sport guaranteeing funding opportunities for sport. 

This paper deals with these new emerging processes of creating and implementing regional public policies on sport. A special attention is given to the dynamics between the sport voluntary sector and public administration offices. A typology of different styles of sport support and a typology of different strategies of sport associations and clubs to get funding are presented. Furthermore, the barriers undermining effective functioning of public support of sport are presented. The study is based on qualitative methodology, using a combination of techniques such as secondary analysis of documents and semi-structured interviews with public administration officers and representatives of the Czech sport movement.

Globalisation and Chinese sport policy: the case of the elite football in the People’s Republic of China (PRC)

Tien-Chin Tan and Barrie Houlihan (Loughborough University)

Main question: To what extent, in what ways and with what success does the Chinese government seek to manage its interaction with sport globalization in football? Sources: Held et al’s (1999) conceptualisation of globalisation provides the major theoretical framework for the analysis. In order to analyse the behaviour of the Chinese state we adopt Houlihan’s (1994) concepts of ‘reach’ and ‘response’ which focus attention on global actors and pressures external to the country and state (reach) and the capacity of states to determine their response. Methods: A set of quantitative and qualitative indicators of globalization have been identified. Data were collected from a number of sources including official government documents, news media, and a series of 32 interviews with Chinese officials. Results: The Chinese government has demonstrated a desire and a capacity to manage the impact of the global football on domestic sport practices: and second, the Chinese government has attempted, with reasonable success, to manage the impact of commercial interests on Chinese domestic football practices, elite footballers and professional football clubs. However, a number of tensions exist: first, between the priorities of commercial clubs and national team development; and second, between the highly paid and internationally mobile sports ‘stars’ and the centrally controlled elite development system. `
� A horse race at Smithfield with associated betting and a monetary prize was recorded during the reign of Henry II (r.1154-1189)





